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AN 


Addreſs to the Public, 


ON THE 


E 'F EI 1 8 A _— 
a... 


CERTAIN MEDICINES, 


HE hor of the ſubſequent pages fel 
himſelf going upon dangerous ground ; c 
be knows, that, in combating old prejudices, 
he ſhall draw a powerful party upon him ; he 
is aware, that, in ſtriking at the intereſts of 
profeſſional men, he ſhall have the whole pro- 
feſſion againſt him: but, if he prove the 
5 A 2 means 


NF 
means of bringing to light a new mode of 
treating a variety of diſeaſes, more ſhort and 
eaſy than thoſe in common practice, and more 
efficacious too; if he can produce a remedy for 
one diſeaſe, in particular, perfectly ſafe, and | 
more certain than the common and received 
one, which hath, in many inſtances, proved 
worſe than the diſeaſe; z if in another he ſhould 
ſupplant the artiſt- hand of the butchering ſur- 
geon, and, inſtead of the pain and horrors of 
the knife, ſubſtitute an eaſy and effectual cure, 
that creates no horror and communicates no 
: pain; ; he is prepared to meet every angry ſhaft, 
that envy, ridicule, and profeſſional conſe 
quence, may launch. 

From the tedious proceſs I obſerved in the 
common forms of treating many diſeaſes, and ä 
the uncertain event, I have been long convinced, 
that there was great room for improvement in 
the ſcience of medicine. And it was natural 
for a man, impreſſed with ſuch ideas, to purſue ö 


. 
* „ & 8 


every 


14 3 


every. method of improvement, - in the beſt 


ſchools of phyſic and ſurgery, before he made 
his outſet in life. This was | accordingly done, 


and much time was ſpent in an aſſiduous at- 


tendance upon the moſt: celebrated maſters in 
the different branches of the profeſſion. My 


ears were amuſed by thoſe gentlemen with an 


oſtentatious diſplay of ſuperiority over their 


predeceſſors; ; one directing his laborious re- 


ſcarches in an idle refutation of the ſyſtems of 5 
others, to raiſe his own reputation on the ruins 
of their fame. And one, in particular, I muſt 


confeſs it has not a little moved my ſpleen to 


hear, big with the conſequence of the pro- 


feſſorial chair, harangue on the proximate 
« cauſe of different diſcaſes,”: as if all nature's 


ſecrets were open to him; while real Know- 


ledge was, in the mean time, not one jot ad- 


vanced; and the man, to all the good intents 


of the medical art, might as well have been 
amuling k himſelf with making wicker baſkets as 
? diſplaying 
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| difplaying his knowledge in profound dif: 
cuſſions of the doctrine of spagMs. This 
HPO RATE 8 however, had his hearers, 
and his admirers tov, I was among the for- 
mer: and, though very ſuſpicious of Mr. 
Profeſſor not being much in the light, con- 
ſcious that I was myſelf in the dark, ] was con- 
dent to ſtifle my ſuſpicions, and implicitly em- 
braced his opinions; ſome of which I endea- 
voured to eſtabliſh at a foreign univerſity; 
where, after a reſidence of two nr I took 2 
ow. E 
On my return to England; 1 was promoted 
to a ſurgeoncy in the royal navy, and afterwards 
continued to proſecute my medical inquiries 
under the direction of a phyſician that ranks 
high in his profeſſion ; and it was, then, my 
intention to have taken a degree in Edinburgh; 
where J at firſt began my ſtudies; but an un- 
fortunate conteſt with a relation, in the ſettle- 
ment of my private affairs, put an end to that 
9 dcbgn, 


1 * 
defign, and 1 took the reſolution | to kale in 
* as a ſurgeon. 

During the time that J was in his majeſty's ; 
ſervice, I had frequent opportunities of preſcri- 
bing in fevers, and in ſome diſeaſes peculiar to 

the climate of the Weſt Indies and North Ame- 
rica; and, as my mind was at firſt ſtrongly 
tinctured with the CuLLenian ſyſtem, my 
practice was very much governed by theory; 
and I ſoon diſcovered, to my great aſtoniſh- 
ment and concern, that, in the treatment of 
fevers, an attention to CRITICAL days was very 
near proving fatal to ſeveral of my patients. 1 
therefore altered my method of treatment, 
and ſoon after had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing it 
productive of happy conſequences, . I have, 
from that time to the preſent, paid no regard to 
what are called critical days; but have always : 
: ſtudiouſiy endeavoured to diſcover whether the c 
diſeaſe was founded in debility or not, and 
r directed my means of relief accordingly. 


From 


From many inſtances of ſucceſs, in my own 
practice, I am authoriſed to ſay, that the ſyſ- 
tem of Doctor Brown, of Edinburgh, of all 
the ſyſtem-mongers I have remarked, ap- 
proaches the neareſt to truth. And I may here 
obſerve, that, if I had had my medical educa- 
tion in his ſchool, that time might have been 

profitably ſpent which was loſt in uſeleſs i inqui- 

Ties ; and I cannot help flattering myſelf, that 

I might thereby have extended my views far- 
ther than I was enabled to do in the treatment 
of many diſeaſes, that have fallen under my ob- 
ſervation both at home and abroad. Thus 
| much for the general practice of phyſic 1 
ſhall now proceed to ſay a word or two on the 
ſtate of ſurgery, about twelve years 280, in 
one of our hoſpitals. 
- ſtudied anatomy and ſurgery at St. Tho- 
mas's Hoſpital for the ſpace of two years; 
where I found ſurgeons extremely well verſed 
in the art of cutting, ſlicing, and carving, the 
N human 
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5 human body; vo as to the curative pat, Ia 
plainly diſcovered they were ſhamefully defi- 
2 cient in it, They were adepts at the knife; 
and what we can handle with adroitneſs it is ve- 
ry natural to be fond of handling. Hence, 
“ cut and laſh” was the word ; and that poor 
inſignificant part of ſurgery, termed the cunA- 
T1vE, was left to the care of a ſober, ſtaid, 
_ old, matron, whoſe name is Narunz. One 
mode of treatment almoſt ir invariably prevailed: 
ſurgeon followed ſurgeon, ſtep by ſtep, as a 
flock of ſheep their bell-weather, Ulcerated 
y legs were all fomented with the ſame materials, 
and were afterwards covered. with poultices 5 
made with oatmeal or carrots. ; If this method 
of treatment did not ſucceed 1 in the courſe of: * 
few months, the patient was adviſed to part 
with his limb; and, if he did not conſent to 
the operation, he was diſmiſſed as incurable, 
And, thus diſmiſſed by the en of one hoſ· 
B 5 pital, 


0 10 45 
bin. punctilio would bar the doors of dr 
"other againſt him. TY | 

In the caſes of ſcirrhus and cancer, hemlock 
was adminiſtered internally, and applied exter- 
nally in the forms of fomentation and cata- 
plaſm, but always without producing the leaſt 
_ viſible good effect. As the dernier reſort, re- 
courſe was therefore had to the knife ; 5 and, by {72 

this radical cure, the offend 
moved. 5 


ng part mas re 


1 a man came in with a fiſtula in ano, the 
probe razor or Mr. Pott's knife was ſure to 
have a principal. ſhare i in the cure. 
Fevers, ulcers, and ſtumps, were found i in 
the ſame ward ; and I had the unhappineſs of 5 
once being eye · witneſs to a Poor man, who, 
after manfully ſuffering an operation to be per- 
formed upon him for a ſpurious aneuriſm, oc- 
caſioned by the ignorance of a phlebotomiſt, 
was removed to a ward, where two men in fe- 
vers, accompanied with a delirium, were 
85 ſtrapped 
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Arapped down in their beds. He was very 
much terrified at the fight of them, caught, 
| 4heir fever, and died. This was, at leaſt, the 
opinion of Mr. Elſe, who introduced this 
man's caſe in his anatornical theatre, When on 
the e of arteutiſins, 2 5 


— * «© Phdet bet opprobria ls 
* E. dci parſe ef 'non potuiſſe refellh,” 
| 5 Ovid. 


TH But theſe Sibling, I 2 vil not be ſup- 
poſed to conchude univerſally. * Many of the 
hoſpital-ſurgeons are undoubredly men. of the 
firſt abilities, and I have had the honour of 

1 \ knowing ſome whoſe humanity. was equal to 
5 their ſkill; and, if not ſucceſsful i in many ca- 


3 ſes, it muſt be confeſſed that they were fortu- ; 

Hate in their treatment of moſt accidents that ; 

were brought into the houſe. Thus much 1 2 

may advance from my own obſervation, as $ 
75 gn : ; — — well 


# +. 
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well as from the teſtimony of very refpe&able | 
charaCters in the profeſſion. DEE, 
| To bring theſe obſervations yas: to myſelf 
Iam ſorry to declare, becauſe j it argues a heavy » 

| loſs of time, that the little knowledge I am 
in poſſeſſion of is leſs owing to ſyſtematical in- 
formation, received either from phyſicians or 
L ſurgeons, than to the doubts I have entertain- 
ed of all ſyſtems, and the conſequences of 
theſe doubts, the exerciſe of my own reflection, 
grounded on facts and experience. 
F obſerved, that the ratio medendi, eftabliſh- 
ed by the moderns in fevers, dropſies, certain 
pulmonary affections, obſtructions in the ali- 
mentary canal, and dyſenteries, was very ina- 
dequate to the purpoſe of adminiſtering effec- 
tual aſſiſtance; and, in the treatment of ſome 
| chirurgical caſes, namely, the Venereal diſeaſe 
in certain habits, ill-conditioned ulcers with 


carious bones, ſcirrhus and cancer, 1 found | 


7 myſelf 


> 130 


myſelf; a8 much at a loſs what to do as . I bad ob- 


ſerved my quondam preceptors. 


In the midſt of this darkneſs and uncertain- 


t ty, 5 have lately had the peculiar felieity of be- 


coming acquainted with a perſon, who has 


practiſed the art of ſurgery for twenty years 
and upwards, His name is THoMaAs Banxr, 


his fityation i in life humble, and his daily em- 
ployment uncommonly laborious z yet has he, 
= notwithſtanding difficulties inſuperable to a ge- 
nius leſs enterpriſing than his own, „ found | 
means to dedicate ſeveral hours every day to 
medical purſuits, which, when he has been ; 


engaged i in manual occupations, have poſſeſſed 


his mind, and filled his hours of relaxation, — 
He is a pupil of Nature, and the cures that he 5 
has effected have been many and wonderful. . 


But, as his practice was, unfortunately for 


himſelf, confined to the loweſt claſs of people, 
_ ſmall has been the conſideration he received for 


2 5 great ſervices; ; and, as if ſurgery were 
A name, | 
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a name, and 1 men were paid for cheir right of 
aſſuming it, (which I hope is not altogether 
the caſe, ) when this poor man has aſked for the | 
reward of his labour, he has been frequently 
told, by the tongue of ingratitude, * that, às 
« "or was not a regular-bed ſurgeon, be! had no 5 
cc right! to make any demand.” - 

Theſe diſcouragements would have damped 
the ordour of moſt men, or put an end to their 
purſuits: = — but the Philanthropy which this 


8 GREAT man a poſſeſſes — yes, I wil ſtyle him 


ſuch, notwithſtanding | external | appearances | 


rr a 
* te. . . 1 


may be againſt him; — 


— & 4 ales a OY 
© va late hac ar Ju Res — 


his kid of ſcience, and heart glowing with 
the pleaſure of doing good, influenced him to 

5 overlook act of ingratitude; and he has fre 
= gently ad in the purchaſe of drugs for | 
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| the fervice of the diſtreſſed, what his ou 
wants have demanded for the common neceſſa- 
ries of life. Such is the character whom I 
wiſh to introduce to public notice and eſteem, 
who made every thing ſubſervient to views , 
unremittingly directed to the allſtance of 
| ſuffering . 


VENEREAL DISEASE. 


OF all the contagious difeaſes with which 


5 human nature has been afflicted, none has, i 
perhaps, made more havock, or laid greater 

FR foundation for miſery, than the Venereal diſ- 
7 eaſe. At its firſt appearance in Europe, che 
. objects of 3 its rage fell victims to the i 1gnorance 
of the faculty; and, even after the diſcovery 


of mercury, which has been looked on as-p 
| ſpecific, caſes innumerable have occurred, 


which 
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which have - found not to yield to tlie 
practice of the moſt experienced ſurgeons, „ and 
thoſe, too, who have confined their labours 1 
N principally to the treatment of this diſeaſe. — 55 
Salivation has been known to fail ina great va- 
riety of inſtances ; and there are not wanting 
many proofs of 1 its having been followed by 
h conſumptions. It is till, however, a favour- 
ite remedy amonglt our phyſicians and ſurgeons 
In the hoſpitals, though I believe i. It is n nearly 
baniſhed from private practice. . 

Mr. Baitzy, 1 ſpeak it on moſt aſſured 
proofs and the fulleſt conviftion, has diſcover- 
. ed a medicine infinitely more certain than any ; 
: preparation of mercury, thrown i into the ſyſtem 
either by the mouth or the ſkin: its advantages 
over the old remedy, in a variety of reſ] pects 
attending i its operation, have been happily ex- 
perienced and acknowledged by a great num- 

ber of patients; ; and the bodily evils, as well 


« os 
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as thoſe of the mind, frequently conſequent or on 


5 taking mercury, have been avoided, 
Every gentleman of extenſive practice muſt 
have met with caſes of obſtinate rheumatiſm, 
' pains in the head, u univerſal debility, palſies, 
melancholy, and even madneſs itſelf, the ac- 
knowledged effects of mercury occaſionally 
9 75 fwallowed in conſiderable quantities, and per- 

| haps for a <outſe of nn years. Permit me, 
gentlemen, — y „who have attained to an 
envied pre-eminence in your profeſſion, whe⸗ 
cher by merit or good luck, — permit me to 
aſk, if this be not the caſe 3 and then ſuffer 
me, in humbleneſs of heart, and for informa- 


tion, to enquire, what remedies you have in 


Kore againſt ſuch a catalogue of evils. 1 will 3 


venture to. pronounce, that you have none: 
none to be depended on for fucceſs. And I 
will therefore venture to aſſert, that the remedy 
is frequently worſe than the diſeaſe : "this i is cu- 
Table; F the effects ts frequently not. N 
Cc . 
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Ie would be unpleaſant to dwell on a ſub} ect 


ſo diſguſting, to point to the ſettled pale cada- 
verous look, or face emboſſed with blotches, 
to the ruin of that on which one ſex pique 
| themſelves moſt ; and to the emaciated body 
and enervated frame, the loſs of th at ſtrength 
and vigour which diſtinguiſh the other ; to ſte- - 
rility and 1 impotence, and all the dire effects of 
which mercury is productive and mortality i is 
heir to. Nather let us advert to the means of 
preventing chem by a new mode of curing the 
diſeaſe: a mode of cure, not leſs eaſy i in its 
immediate operation than i innoxious in its con- 
ſequences. 1 
| Thete is no neceſſity for the patient to con- 
| fine himſelf to a particular diet, nor is he in 
danger of catching cold; it may, therefore, ky 
be ſafely taken on a journey, or at home while 


emp loyed in any fort of buſineſs. All that is 


required of him is, that he abſtain from wine 


and ſpirits, as they tend to ruffle the ſyſtem 
„„ „ 
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and retard the cure; but he may indulge him- 
; ſelf i in the moderate uſe of ſmall beer, ale, 
and porter. It may be taken for a length of 
time ſufficient for the purpoſe without lowering on 

the vital principle; for in no one inſtance 
1 whatever hath the diſcoverer of it hitherto ob- 
ſerved, after its operation, meagre looks, of- 
fenſive breath, or an emaciated body : three 
effects almoſt univerſally — by che ac- 
tion of mercury. 

* he hernia humoralis and bubo are two 

5 ſymptoms, that, when treated i in the old way, 
are frequently of long duration and exceeding- 
by painful. Mr. Bailey finds no difficulty in 
; removing them in a day or two: the former 
ſymptom by a liquid preparation, and the lat- 
ter by a plaſter ; both which applications are, ” 
as may be eaſily conceived from the ſhort time | 

p required for their uſe, remarkably active, and 
cauſe an uncommon perſpiration in the part af. 
fekted, 5 

"— l. have 


8 | 
1 
U 

| 

: 

4 

j 

| 


( 20 ) 
I have already mentioned (and indeed it is a 
fact too well known) the ravages that mercury 
has been known to make in the conſtitution: 
and! muſt here obſerve another recommenda- 
tory property of our new medicine, in that it 
is known, from repeated experience, to be as 
great an antidote to mercury, and the changes 
in the ſyſtem introduced by its malignant ope- 
ration, as to the lues venerea itſelf. The truth . 
of this remark has been eltablimed by facts, 
and can be atteſted by a variety of individvals, 
who have themſelves experienced it. 
Such are the powers and properties of this 
invaluable medicine, of which J have already 
made innumerable trials, and have moſt ſcru- 
pulouſly marked! its effects, that 1 might not be 
deceived myſelf, and thereby deceive others by 
a falſe: or miſtaken repreſentation, which would 
Juſtly expoſe me to cenſure and ridicule. But, 
as I know the ground on which 1 ſtand, I no 
longer heſitate to make its author known, i in 
this 
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this e manner, to che world. And, as 
| his ſkill centers not in a Age noſtrum appro- 
1 to a ſingle diſeaſe, I will take the op- 


portunity of the preſent publication, which 5 


at firſt intended to confine entirely to the lues 
venerea, to mention ſome other diſeaſes for the 


cure of which he is poſſeſſed of remedies no leſs 


efficacious. 


| SCIRRHVS and CANCER: 


2 A R am i FO * poofintnphing of ibn 
ing, chat there are not caſes of scIRRAvsS and 
CANCER which can only be removed by the 


cauſtic or the knife: : but, I dare affirm, theſe 


operations are often unneceſſarily employed.— 


_ Hackneyed j mn one common road of treatment, 


ſurgeons, whoſe dexterity lies i in action, ſel⸗ 
dom trouble themſelves with thought : ; if the 
caſe yield not to the uſual mode of treatment, 


3 the 
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9 
the malignancy of the diſeaſe is pronounced 
inſuperable by the milder powers of medi- 
cines, and che beloved knife is s brandiſhed 
with an 


0 e 22 me os 22 nabaur.“ 
Ovid. 


An ingenious gentleman has lately publiſned 
a treatiſe on this ſubject, in which he ſpeaks of 
the impoſſibility of curing ſcirrhus or cancer 
any other way than by cauſtic or the knife ; 
and has pointed out the beſt method of uſing 
the laſt, But, happily for the many that are 
afflicted with theſe complaints, Mr. Bailey has 
diſcovered a remedy for them. I have tried it 
in one remarkable caſe of a ſcirrhous breaſt, 
that had degenerated into a cancer. N J took the 
lady to Mr. Pott, that no doubt might be en- 
tertained as to the nature of her ſituation, and 
chat ſhe might thereby be made more ſenſible 
73 : of 


( 23 ) 
of the benefit to be received from my friend's 
diſcovery. 5 1 told Mr. Pott in what manner 1 
25 had treated the caſe, which he approved of; 
and ſaid that, if the lady was not better very 
ſoon, he would adviſe her to have it removed. 
TI waited upon her the day after the conſulta- 
tion, and ſignified my wiſh to apply a_new.re- 
medy. She conſented, and the more readily, 
as ſhe thought it impoſſible to ſummon up reſo- 
: lution enough to undergo the operation. The 
lady is about thirty years of age, and has had 
ſcirrhous rumours in both breaſts for a great 
number of years; but they were none of them 
troubleſome till about four months ago, when T 
delivered her of twins. The pain in her left 
breaſt was very conſiderable at times, and at 
length became intolerably acute: it extended 4 
J quite through to the ſhoulder-blade, and there 
was great inflammation over the whole ſurface 
of the breaſt. An opening was made, within 
an inch of the nipple, o on the third day, by the 
new 
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mained but ſoreneſs occaſioned by che dreſſings, 
and a diſcharge of about half a:pinr; of an inof= 
fenſive watery fluid every day, which was, ow. 
ing to the activity of the remedy; At the end 
of five weeks, I found the tumour ſo much re- 
duced, that I diſcontinued my applications 
and there are at preſent ſcarcely any traces of 
diſeaſe. There is alſo A very good nipple, 

| which had been for many years concealed.— 


(vu) 


new method of treatment; And there was A | 


diſcharge of green ſanies, -which, together with 
che pain, kept diminiſhing gradually for the 
ſpace of three weeks ; afteriwhich; nothing re- 


The lady, whoſe caſe is here related, has per- 


mitted me to refer any perſon to her that ray 


wiſh to have a more particular account of it. 
At the ſame time that I have repreſented the 
above extraordinary caſe, I muſt be ſo ingenu - 


| ous as to. acknowledge there are ſome caſes of 


cancer in which Mr. Bailey does not pretend to 


be able to afford much aſſiſtance: theſe will, 


8 25 ED Perhaps, 
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. perhaps, be Pointed out in a future re publicas 


tion, 


-ULCERATED LEGS. 


I H E practice of ſurgery may be divided 
into two parts, operative and curative. A con- 
| ſiderable improvement has been made i in the firſt 
within the laſt fifty years; but, as to the latter, 
it! 18 incontrovertible, that, in our hoſpitals at 
leaſt, it is ſtill in its infant ſtate. In no one 
diſeaſe 'can my obſervation be verified more 
than in that of ſore legs. They are the ſtum- 

bling blocks to fame with our great men, at 
leaſt among thoſe that are called ſo; and I 
have heard of one ſurgeon, who, as ſoon as he 
ſees the word ulcer in a petition, frequently 
| daſhes the paper out of the hands of the pe- 
titioner, and leaves him to his fate. The 
5 nm truth 


( 26 ) 
truth is, that they are almoſt always unace- 
quainted with the conſtitutional diſeaſes that 
produce them; and ſo are under the neceſſity 
of ordering little more than the application of 
common poultices, and of deſiring the patient. 
to confine himſelf to a horizontal poſition. 
Mr. Bailey has a method, peculiar to him- 
ſelf, of treating a great variety of uleers, and 
has often ſucceeded in cafes that have baffled 
che ſkill of our moſt experienced ſurgeons, — 
| He has this moment taken leave of a patient, 
who is perfectly cured of an uloerated leg with 
which he has been four years afflicted, and, in 
che courſe of that time, ſeverally under the eare 
of many eminent practitioners, whoſe names, : 
through a reſpect for their acknowledged emi- 
nence in thelr n I n. ta men- 
tion. 


RR have mentioned theſe two taſtes, not as re- 

| Ariftive of Mr. Bailey $ powers in many others, | 
but becauſe they are caſes in the treatment of 
„ which 
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hc our profeſſional men are particularly 


deficient. 


Such is the man, with whom 1 conſider 3 it as 
the greateſt bleſſing of my life to have been con- 


nected; and I am particularly happy in the 


idea of being inſtrumental in his removal from 


a ſtate of obſcurity and hard labour to a ſphere 
more worthy of him. I ſhall conſtantly endea- 


vour to do his merit every Juſtice in my pow 
er, and, when it is more extenſively known, 1 


have no doubt of its being amply rewarded, — 


His diſcoveries are numerous, and of the firſt 


conſequence ; nor can they fail of eſtabliſhing 


| an important æra in the hiſtory of ſurgery. 


- Canterbury-Row, Newington-Butts, 


AvuvcvusrT 2 1786. 
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